jfy4	GUIDE TO CALCUTTA.
at Armenian Ghat, but suggested a floating-bridge
"as a temporary measure." The question of a more
permanent structure was, apparently, mixed up with the
question of a central railway station for Calcutta. The
Government of India concluded that it would be wiser to
constructa bridge higher up the river and bring passengers
bv rail into Sealdah. In the meanwhile they were prepared
to give their support to the proposed floating road-bridge.
In 1871 an Act was passed to enable the Lieutenant-
(Jroverrior (Sir G. Campbell) to construct, at the expense of
. Government, a bridge across the Hughly, to fix tolls,
" and to appoint the Port Commissioners to carry out the
purposes of the Act* In moving for leave to bring in this
Bill, the Hon'hle Sir Ashley Eden stated that a contract
had been entered into with Sir Bradford Leslie and that
it was hoped the bridge would be completed by the
beginning of 1873, at a cost not exceeding £150,000.
The several portions of the bridge were manufactured
in England and put together in Bengal.
Tne construction of the Calcutta-Howrah floating-bridge over the Hughly
WiiH completed in 1874 under the supervision of Mr. (Sir) Bradford Leslie, c.e.,
k.c.i.e. An unfortunate accident by which two sections of the bridge-were
.l«^ti'oyM, oot'urred on the 20th March, 1874. The steamer Sg&ria broke
from her mooring* in the river, and came into collision with the bridge, dam-
aging and sinking three pontoons, and completely destroying two hundred
feet of the superstructure of the bridge, especially the main trass-girders
which were twisted and torn to pieces. The sunken pontoons were recovered,
hut a good deal of expenditure was incurred in clearing the wreck, and great
delay was caused. Altogether the cost of repairing the damages caused by this
accident was estimated to he e been over Rs. 80,000. Had not this accident
happened and much valuable time been lost owing to materials not being
^applied within contract dates, the bridge would have been completed
between 1st January 1873, and June, 1874. It was, however, opened for
triiffio on the 17th of October, and after that date proved to be of great utility,
tome 40.000 or 60,000 foot passengers crossing it daily. It was described at
the time as & structure of much novelty and originality in its design. Its
Irnpth was stated to be 1,528 feet between abutments, and its cost to haTe
amounted to about £220,000.
The exaction of tolls has for many years been a matter
of the past. Just above Howrah Bridge we notice some
lurgc native Bathing Ghats.
the royal mint.
So loBg ago as 1687, an Assay Master, a Mr. Smith, was
out Irom England on a salary of £60 per annum.   In

